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I'm so excited that you've chosen Rabbit Trails through History to

use in your homeschool! This curriculum is a literature based,

relaxed curriculum for all elementary grades. What this means is

that it's not designed to have lots of busy work. It's designed to

provide quality literature to your children, hands on activities,

opportunities for copy work, artist studies, and other means to learn

fun and enriching history material.

Rabbit Trails through History was created with homeschooling

adventures in mind. Not only will you be learning history, but your

children will go on a journey through amazing books while gaining

historical knowledge about the world around them. This curriculum

is meant to be used on your child's level. It's not meant to have

boxes checked off each day, but to do what works for your unique

family. When it comes to copy work and writing, there are

suggestions given, but take what you need and leave the rest. If

your child isn't at the level of the suggestions, then create what

works for them. Same thing if they're capable of beyond what is

recommended. Make this curriculum your own! 

A lot of families enjoy studying history chronologically. As you

learn about the Westward Expansion, feel free to create a timeline.

You can do this in your child's notebook, on multiple pieces of paper

displayed in your school room, or even on butcher paper to have

lots of room to include illustrations. Add the dates these key figures

were born, helped with important events, and more. This is another

tool to help your child understand the concept of time and when all

of these people were around and when events took place. Keep it

fun and stress-free!

how to use this curriculum



I encourage you to enjoy reading as many of the books listed in this

curriculum as you can! Quality literature is the framework of this

curriculum. However, don't become overwhelmed with purchasing

these books if you don't have the means. Many can be found at

libraries, on used book websites, etc. The books listed in the Rabbit

Trails and Library Lists are just suggestions. Use what books you

have on hand or find at your own library on the topic! If you do

choose to buy all of the books, you can access many in my shop

(click here to be directed to my shop).

As you may have noticed, this curriculum does not include any kind

of workbook for your children to work in. This was designed to all

be done in a notebook. You may choose a standard, wide ruled

notebook, or a blank journal or sketchbook without lines. Feel free

to use whatever method works best for you and your child. 

notebook style curriculum
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Mesopotamia
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Euphrates Rivers. Today, Mesopotamia would cover parts of Iraq,

Iran, Turkey, and Syria. Some of the world's first civilizations

developed in Mesopotamia. It is known as the “Cradle of

Civilization” because of the number of inventions that came from

the different civilizations. Some of these inventions were the

wheel, writing system, irrigation, medicine, and governments.

Sumer is considered the first civilization. Each city-state had its

own ruler and god. They would build a large temple called a

ziggurat to each of these gods in the center of the city-state. 

Several more civilizations and empires were formed in

Mesopotamia. The Akkadian Empire attacked the Sumerians and

conquered its city-states. The Babylonian Empire and the Assyrian

Empire rose to power after the Akkadian Empire fell. And finally

the Persian Empire took control after the Babylonian Empire fell.

the
lesson

Begin your journey by reading Gilgamesh the King by

Ludmila Zeman. Gilgamesh was a hero from

Mesopotamia mythology. Mesopotamia was a region

in southwest Asia located between the Tigris and 

"The first duty of government is to protect the

powerless from the powerful." -Hammurabi

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord

of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no

god." -Isaiah 44:6

The citizens of Mesopotamia believed in many gods. But we know that

there is only one true God.

Let's connect Mesopotamia with what it says in the Bible. In the old

testament, many events that occur in Mesopotamia are mentioned. Do

some research as a family to find out which events are in the Bible.
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https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1239051
https://www.azquotes.com/author/65531-Hammurabi


Let's play the Royal Game of Ur. The Royal Game of

Ur is a two-player game that was first played in

Ancient Mesopotamia. Head over to Waybe Schmidt's

YouTube video How to Make and Play the Royal
Game of Ur. We also found the PDF from Kelsey Museum of

Archaeology helpful in understanding how to move our pieces. 

some
fun
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https://lsa.umich.edu/kelsey/education/kelsey-home/ancient-games.html#:~:text=The%20Royal%20Game%20of%20Ur,their%20pieces%20off%20the%20board.
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Let's learn more about

Mesopotamia. Start with

DK Eyewitness Books:

Mesopotamia.

You Wouldn't Want to

Be a Sumerian Slave!

by Jacqueline Morley

Head over to Mr. Nicky's World History

Songs YouTube channel and rock

out to Ancient Mesopotamia

Song by Mr. Nicky.

sa
mp

le

https://www.youtube.com/c/mrnickychicago


The City of Rainbows:

A Tale from Ancient Sumer

by Karen Foster

Lugalbanda: The Boy Who

Got Caught Up in a War

By Kathy Henderson

Great King Hammurabi

and His Code of Law

by Baby Professor

Library
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-Research Hammurabi's laws. You can use some laws for copywork,
make a booklet of them, or try writing them with cuneiform. There's a
fun YouTube video about Hammurabi's laws: Hammurabis Codes of
Law Song by The Singing History Teachers.

-Make a map of Mesopotamia. Label the Euphrates and Tigris Rivers.
Label the different city-states. Here are a few to start with: Ur,
Babylon, Akkad, Uruk, Assur, and Lagash.

-Many inventions came from Mesopotamia. Some are irrigation, the
wheel, and government. Pick one and write a persuasive speech about
why it was the most important invention.

-Make a cuneiform tablet out of clay or play dough. Using a blunt
stylus, write a message using the ancient markings. You can find their
'alphabet' online.

-For an art study, go to the Joy of Museums website and search
Mesopotamia. You will find a long list of art and artifacts. Check some
out and then make your own artifact. You can do this with clay or
carve into a bar of soap. Start an art collection. You can choose to print
copies of the artwork or try recreating them.

-Read a section of the Epic of Gilgamesh. WARNING: make sure to
preview it first as there are parts that aren't appropriate for young
children.

more
ideas...
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