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How to use this curriculum

I'm so excited that you've chosen Rabbit Trails Through Literature

to use in your homeschool! This curriculum is a Charlotte Mason

inspired, relaxed curriculum for elementary grades. What this

means is that it's not designed to have lots of busy work. It's

designed to provide quality literature to your children, light

grammar lessons, opportunities for copy work, creative writing

assignments, and other means to learn fun and essential language

arts material. 

Rabbit Trails through Literature was created with homeschooling

adventures in mind. Not only will we be covering Language Arts,

but Rabbit Trails will take you even deeper into learning about our

main novel, Little House in the Big Woods, using books to lead the

way. This curriculum is meant to be used on your child's level. It's

not meant to have boxes checked off each day, but to do what

works for your unique family. When it comes to copy work and

writing, there are suggestions given, but take what you need and

leave the rest. If your child isn't at the level of the suggestions, then

create what works for them. Same thing if they're capable of

beyond what is recommended. Make this curriculum your own! 

Rabbit Trails through Literature Novel Studies can be used as a

supplement to your language arts, or as a full language arts

curriculum. New concepts are taught in each lesson, and

opportunties for writing and research, as well as poetry, are

available in all of the More Ideas sections. Each lesson also includes

copy work to practice spelling and handwriting. If you would like a

full spelling curriculum, we offer My Spelling Journal to focus on

age appropriate spelling words and phonics. 

https://rabbittrailshomeschool.com/my-spelling-journal/


notebook style curriculum

I encourage you to enjoy reading as many of the books listed in this

curriculum as you can! Quality literature is the framework of this

curriculum. The main novel is a beautiful starting point, directing us

to many different topics. However, don't become overwhelmed

with purchasing these books if you don't have the means. Many can

be found at libraries, on used book websites, etc.  The books listed in

the Rabbit Trails and Library Lists are just suggestions. Use what

books you have on hand or find at your own library on the topic! If

you do choose to buy all of the books, you can access them all in my

shop.

As you may have noticed, this curriculum does not include any kind

of workbook for your children to work in. This was designed to all

be done in a notebook. You may choose a standard, wide ruled

notebook, or for younger kids you may choose to use a primary

writing notebook. Feel free to use whatever method works best for

you and your child. 

https://amazon.com/shop/thisbitoflife
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To begin our journey through the first book by Laura

Ingalls Wilder, let's learn a bit more about her whole life. 

 Read Pioneer Girl: The Story of Laura Ingalls Wilder  by

Williamson Anderson with this lesson.  

This story tells the true timeline of Laura's life: that she started in the

Big Woods, moved to the prairie, and then was in the Big Woods again.

This second time, she was older, and so her memories are written

down for us in Little House in the Big Woods.  The stories you will

read in this study are true, but the timeline is changed to make the

books flow smoothly.  The title Pioneer Girl really is who Laura was. in

fact, her family were some of the last "great" pioneers in America as it

was settled.  Look up the definition of a pioneer and then consider

Laura's life story (what you know so far) and talk about what made her

a pioneer.  Write out the definition of pioneer on a slip of paper

(cardstock would be great) and use it as your bookmark as you read

Little House in the Big Woods.  It will serve as a reminder of Laura's

perspective - helping you see through her eyes as you read her words.

the
lesson

The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.

-Psalm 145:18

Laura felt that being truthful was very important.  Is truth important in

your life?  How and why?  Take some time to consider her words and the

words of the psalmist.  Talk about why learning the truth of history, from

Laura's pen, and from our Bibles is so important.  Know that if you are

praying to God and wanting to know Him, He hears you and is with you. 

 Laura knew He was with her - through all her many moves.

Instead of a quote from the book this week, let's have a quote

straight from Laura herself.

"I wanted the children now to understand more about the

beginnings of things, to know what is behind the things

they see - what it is that made America as they know it."
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some
fun

Supplies:

-Tissue paper

-Pipe cleaners

-Scissors

to make a "carnation," or work on your own designs for a whole colorful

bouquet.

Stack several squares of tissue paper together and fold accordion style

like a fan, wrap the center with an end of the pipe cleaner, and very

carefully separate each layer from the others and "fluff" to finish your

flower.  Get creative with colors and trimming the ends with scissors.

Let's make paper flowers. Laura loved to be outside. She

describes a lot of outside features in her books. One of her

favorite things were the roses that grew wild on the

prairies, for which she named her daughter. Make some of

your own flowers out of tissue paper.  Follow these steps to 
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Visit YouTube and watch Laura Ingalls Wilder

biography by Notgrass Company and enjoy a few

new facts about Laura's life with beautiful

pictures and homes.

You will love all of the topics in this

book - recipes, timeline, stories,

pictures, and little house diagrams. 

 The World of Little House

by Carolyn Strom Collins and

Christina Wyss Eriksson

 

Learn more

about Laura's

values of truth

and honesty

with this read.

A Day's Work

By Eve Buntingsam
ple
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LibraryJourney of a Pioneer

by Patricia J. Murphy

Laura Ingalls Wilder

by Alexandra Wallner

Ox Cart Man 

by Donald Hall
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-Laura always kept a journal, or diary, of her life.  Do you?  Grab a new
notebook and decorate it.  As you read this book, write down three or more
things about each day in your own diary.

-See if you can find and eat an apple grown in Missouri.

-Write a letter to a children's author that is still living.  Tell them what their
book means to you like other children that wrote to Laura.  See if they
respond (many have contact or email information on their websites).  

-Build with Lincoln Logs or even a "soddy" out of dirt, sand, twigs, or
playdough.  See how simple or complex you can make your house.

-Check out the World of Little House book listed in the Rabbit Trails.  This
book has floorplans of the little houses, recipes, and more!  It's a great resource
for this novel if you are looking for an addition to the book.

-Read part of Pioneers! O Pioneers! by Walt Whitman.

-All of Laura's homes have places to visit.  There are museums, homes, towns
that participate, special days, and websites with lots of information.  Check it
out and see what is near you to visit in person or plan for in the future.  

-Borrow a McGuffy Reader from the library and see how Laura did her
schoolwork - much of it at home!

-Ride in a wagon, sleigh, or go on a hay-ride to experience a bit of the way

Laura grew up traveling.  Think about doing that for days on end to get to

where you were going.

more
ideas...
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