How to use this curriculum
I'm so excited that you've chosen Journey Down the Rabbit Trail to
use in your homeschool! This curriculum is a Charlotte Mason
inspired, relaxed curriculum for elementary grades. What this
means is that it's not designed to have lots of busy work. It's
designed to provide quality literature to your children, fun author
lessons, writing instructions, opportunities for copy work, creative
hands on activites, and other means to learn all about the wonderful
authors we have come to love!
Journey Down the Rabbit Trail was created with homeschooling
adventures in mind. Not only will we be covering authors, but
Rabbit Trails will teach your children creative writing tactics in a
fun way. This curriculum is meant to be used on your child's level.
Although there is a calendar provided, it's not meant to have boxes
checked off each day, but to do what works for your unique family.
When it comes to copywork and writing, there are suggestions
given, but take what you need and leave the rest. If your child isn't
at the level of the suggestions, then create what works for them.
Same thing if they're capable of beyond what is recommended. Make
this curriculum your own! Younger children can narrate their
writing exercises to you, while older children can generally work on
them on their own. Find the balance that works for you.
Journey Down the Rabbit Trail is available in single lessons, with
additional Bible studies. Altogether, these are meant to take one
month to complete. Work however fast or slow you'd like, enjoy all
of the ideas, and feel free to let your children come up with their
very own Rabbit Trails!

I encouage you to enjoy reading as many of the books listed in this
curriculum as you can! Quality literature is the framework of this
curriculum. The main books were chosen specifically because so
many of them are award winning and have lasted through the test
of time. However, don't become overwhelmed with purchasing
these books if you don't have the means. We have provided the
main book as a video read aloud, and many can be found at
libraries, on used book websites, etc. The books listed in the Rabbit
Trails and Library Lists are just suggestions. Use what books you
have on hand or find at your own library on the topic! If you do
choose to buy all of the books, you can access them all in my shop.

notebook style curriculum

As you may have noticed, this curriculum does not include any kind
of workbook for your children to work in. This was designed to all
be done in a notebook. You may choose a standard, wide ruled
notebook, or for younger kids you may choose to use a primary
writing notebook. Feel free to use whatever method works best for
you and your child.
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Let's start by listening to the read-aloud of The House
That Jack Built. Randolph Caldecott was one of the
most influential children's illustrators working in
England in the 19th century. As a child, Caldecott
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attended school where he loved drawing animals and painting with
oils. He even painted a small portrait of his brother. Caldecott
followed in his father's footsteps and started working at a bank at
the age of 15. He would often go for horseback rides and draw
sketches of the local scenery. His first published drawing was in the
Illustrated London News in 1861 of a disastrous fire at the Queen
Railway Hotel. He continued to provide drawings for the
newspaper while also attending art school at night.
In 1877, Randolph Caldecott illustrated The House That Jack Built
and The Diverting History of John Gilpin. He greatly enjoyed
illustrating books and decided to do two books per year until his
death eight years later. His illustrations for children were both
humorous and could create a sense of movement and action that
complemented the stories they accompanied. He added bold colors
and graphic texture that helped usher in the "Golden Age" of
children's book illustration.
The Caldecott Medal was established in 1937. It is given to an artist
with the most distinguished children's picture book published in the
United States each year.
copy

work

This is the dog, that worried the cat, that killed the rat,
that ate the malt, that lay in the house that Jack built.

"Caldecott’s work heralds the beginning of the modern picture book.
Words are left out – but the picture says it. Pictures are left out –
but the word says it. In short, it is the invention of the picture book"
-Maurice Sendak
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Let's make a Caldecott medal. Look at pictures of the
drawing on the medal. This is an illustration from
Randolph Caldecott's book The Diverting History of
John Gilpin.
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Supplies:
-cardboard
-tin foil
-paint
-pencil
-scissors
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You can decide to copy the medal or create your own design. Make
the design something that is meaningful to you and matches what
the medal is for. You can cover cardboard with tin foil or draw and
paint on cardboard. You can make this medal as large as you want.
Be creative!
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Let's enjoy more books
illustrated by Randolph
Caldecott. Start with The
Caldecott Aesop.

sa

The Diverting History
of John Gilpin

Head over to Rabbit Trails Homeschool's
YouTube Channel and watch What is the
Caldecott Medal? to learn more about how
Caldecott's illustrations became the
foundation for a modern literature award!

Library

Sing a Song of Sixpence
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list...

A Frog He Would
A-Wooing Go

The Farmer's Boy

Let's

e

write...
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-Randolph Caldecott drew illustrations for many nursery rhymes. Let's
craft our own nursery rhymes over the course of this month!
1. Nursery rhymes often involve animals. Make a list of animals and
try your hand at illustrating them. You can use some of Caldecott's
techniques and start by nature journaling animals you actually see, or
try illustrating your animals with lots of movement in the still images.
Choose your favorite and use those as your nursery rhyme characters.
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2. Start creating a rhyming scheme. Nursery rhymes often follow an
ABCB pattern of rhyme. Do a timed rhyming challenge and write
down as many pairs of words that rhyme as you can in just 3-5
minutes.
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3. Now that you have your characters, your rhyming scheme, and your
rhyming words, it's time to start writing your nursery rhyme! Put them
all together to create a story any little one will be sure to love. Younger
students can dictate what they'd like and can have assistance piecing it
all together. Older students can take the reigns and make their own
nursery rhyme. Take as many days for this as you need, making your
rhyme as long or short as you'd like.
-Create your own "Mad Libs" nursery rhyme. Choose a nursery rhyme,
such as There Was an Old Lady Who Lived in a Shoe, and cross out
some words. Allow your children to fill in the blank for different
nouns, adjectives, colors, etc.
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Key Verse: Psalm 127:3

Read Psalm 127:3-5
Children are the ultimate gift from the Lord. He wants us to treat all
children with respect, love, and care. What can you do to make sure
you are treating your siblings and peers this way? Write about it!
Key Verse: Psalm 139:13

Read Psalm 139:1-18
It is so hard to fathom God knitting us together. What an incredible
creator! Write a mini-nursery thyme about knitting.
Key Verse: Mark 10:15

Read Mark 10:13-16
As children, your hearts are pure. How can you make sure you
grow with the same innocence as children? Discuss it and write
your thoughts.
Key Verse: Psalm 34:11

Read Psalm Chapter 34
When the Bible says to "fear" the Lord, it means we should show
him respect and love. How can you show Him respect and love?
Write about it!
Key Verse: 1 Timothy 4:12

Read 1 Timothy Chapter 4
Make sure to speak up for what you believe in, spread God's Word,
and set a good examples for your siblings and peers. Write about
what makes it great to be a kid.

Key Verse: Deuteronomy 6:7
Read Deuteronomy Chapter 6
God wants us to share the good news with all. Write about how you
can you do this.
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Key Verse: Ephesians 6:1

Read Ephesians 6:1-4
Honoring your father and mother is one of the Ten
Commandments. What are the other nine? Create a list of them in
your own words.
Key Verse: Proverbs 1:8

Read Proverbs 1:8-19
Talk about a time when you struggled with listening to your
parents. Discuss and write about how listening to your parents will
help you listen to God better.
Key Verse: Hebrews 12:11

Read Hebrews 12:1-12
How can you keep sin from becoming a bad habit? Discuss this and
write about it.
Key Verse: Philippians 4:13

Read Philippians Chapter 4
God will be with you every step of your journey. That is so amazing!
Write about a time He gave you strength, whether it was physical
or emotional strength.
Randolph Caldecott brought much joy to children through his
Illustrations. God wants us all to be His children. He wants to bring joy
to our lives just like Caldecott. His Word shows us how we can have this
joy. We should obey our father and mother, keep our hearts pure, fear
God, and share His good news. Let's make a list of ways we can share
His good news with our family and friends.

Children are a gift from
the Lord. They are a
reward from him.

For you created my
inmost being; you knit
me together in my
mother's womb.
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Psalm 127:3

"Truly, I say to you,
whoever does not receive
the kingdom of God like a
child shall not enter it."
Mark 10:15

Psalm 139:13

Come, my children, listen to
me; I will teach you the
fear of the Lord.
Psalm 34:11

Don't let anyone look down
on you because you are
young, but set an example
for the believers in speech,
in conduct, in love, in faith
and in purity.

Impress them on your
children. Talk about them
when you sit at home and
when you walk along the
road, when you lie down
and when you get up.

1 Timothy 4

Deuteronomy 6:7
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Children, obey your
parents in the Lord, for
this is right.
Ephesians 6:1

For the moment all
discipline seems painful
rather than pleasant, but
later it yields the peaceful
fruit of righteousness to
those who have been
trained by it.
Hebrews 12:11

Listen, my son, to your
father's instruction and do
not forsake your mother's
teaching.
Proverbs 1:8

I can do all things through
him who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:13

JOURNEY DOWN THE RABBIT TRAIL WITH RANDOLPH CALDECOTT
Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Listen to The House
That Jack Built

Bible Study
Psalm 127:3-5

copy work passage

Bible Study
Psalm 139:1-18

Watch rabbit trail's
YouTube video

Read another Randolph
Caldecott book

Bible Study
Psalm 34

Read another Randolph
Caldecott book

Bible Study
1 Timothy 4

Read Author Study
in the lesson
Bible Study
Mark 10:13-16

some fun activity

start part #1 of
writing assignment

copy work passage
part #2 of
writing assignment

Bible Study
Deuteronomy 6

Read another Randolph
Caldecott Book

Bible Study
Ephesians 6:1-4

part #3 of
writing assignment

Bible Study
Proverbs 1:8-19

Read another Randolph
Caldecott Book

Bible Study
Hebrews 12:1-12

mad libs
writing

Bible Study
Philippians 4

