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How to use this curriculum
I'm so excited that you've chosen Rabbit Trails through Science to

use in your homeschool! This curriculum is a Charlotte Mason

inspired, relaxed curriculum for elementary grades. What this

means is that it's not designed to have lots of busy work. It's

designed to provide quality literature to your children, hands on

science experiments and activities, opportunities for copy work,

nature observation, and other means to learn fun and enriching

science material.

Rabbit Trails through Science was created with homeschooling

adventures in mind. Not only will you be learning science, but your

children will go on a journey through amazing books while gaining

scientific knowledge about the world around them. This curriculum

is meant to be used on your child's level. It's not meant to have

boxes checked off each day, but to do what works for your unique

family. When it comes to copywork and vocabulary, there are

suggestions given, but take what you need and leave the rest. If

your child isn't at the level of the suggestions, then create what

works for them. Same thing if they're capable of beyond what is

recommended. Make this curriculum your own! 

Rabbit Trails through Science is a faith-based curriculum with Bible

verses included in each lesson. However, finding quality books that

do not discuss evolution can be difficult. Feel free to skip these

sections in any books that discuss this (as many are also not

recommended in the assigned reading passages of the core books). 



notebook style curriculum

I encourage you to enjoy reading as many of the books listed in this

curriculum as you can! Quality literature is the framework of this

curriculum. There are four core books to this curriculum, with

many other picture books recommended. However, don't become

overwhelmed with purchasing these books if you don't have the

means. Many can be found at libraries, on used book websites, etc.

The books listed in the Rabbit Trails and Library Lists are just

suggestions. Use what books you have on hand or find at your own

library on the topic! If you do choose to buy all of the books, you can

access many in my shop (click here to be directed to my shop).

As you may have noticed, this curriculum does not include any kind

of workbook for your children to work in. This was designed to all

be done in a notebook. You may choose a standard, wide ruled

notebook, or a blank journal or sketchbook without lines. Feel free

to use whatever method works best for you and your child.  

https://amazon.com/shop/thisbitoflife


core curriculum books
These books are recommended to be purchased to go along with the

curriculum as they'll be a part of each lesson in Rabbit Trails through

Science: Reptiles & Amphibians. All other suggested books are listed

inside of the individual lessons.

Explanatorium of Nature

by DK Smithsonian

Lizards, Frogs, and Polliwogs 

by Douglas Florian

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0XgSrdYQRY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0XgSrdYQRY
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Turn to page 18 in Lizards, Frogs, and Polliwogs and read

The Komodo Dragon. Choose part or all of it to use as

copywork. For all copywork, work where your child is. If

they’re younger, work on individual letters or words. If

they’re older, they may copy part of it or the entire poem. 

Copy
work

Read pages 172-173 and 190-191 in Explanatorium of

Nature. There are so many facts inside of this book. Take

some time to go through what you have read and discuss

everything and encourage question! 

lesson
the

Observation and Journaling: Create a Venn diagram in your notebook

How are reptiles and amphibians different from each other? What

similarities do they have in common. What are some examples of

reptiles and which types of species are amphibians? Try drawing a

diagram of each and label the parts. Younger children may need

assistance with this, while older children may be able to do this

activity independently.

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And

let them have dominion over…every creeping thing that creeps on the

earth.” -Genesis 1:26 

God created reptiles and amphibians when He created all the other animals.

God then created humans. He created  us in His own likeness. He then said

that we are to have dominion, or rule, over all the animals, including those

that creep on the earth, like reptiles and amphibians. This means that God

has given us the responsiblity to care for the animals, not treat them cruely.
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Pretend you are a curator of reptiles and amphibians

at your local zoo. Which species would you want have

available for your guests to see?
fun

some

Create some models of your reptiles and amphibians out of clay.

Decide whether each is a reptile or amphibian. Remember to keep

the skin of the amphibians smooth and give the reptiles scales.

Older students could take it a step further and create some

educational signs for their zoo guests to read. Be sure to include the

name of each creature, where in the world it can be found in

nature, and some information about it. What does it eat? Where

does it live? What is special about this particular species?
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Let's learn more about reptiles

with this beautiful book, 

Joan Procter Dragon Doctor

by Patricia Valdez.

 

Continue learing more

with Amphibians and

Reptiles by Katharine

Hall.

Head on over to Peggy Notebaert Nature

Museum on YouTube and search for

What's the Difference Between Reptiles

& Amphibians to learn more about these

amazing creatures.. 
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https://youtu.be/3qmb2EiYRtU


RabbitAmphibian Acrobats

by Leslie Bulion 

The Reptile Club

by Maureen Fergus 

The Magnificent Book of Reptiles & Amphibians

by Tom Jackson

list...
Library
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-Vocabulary Words: You will have vocabulary words to add to your
child's notebook in every lesson. Of course, make sure this is age
appropriate. For younger children, just discuss the definitions or use
as copywork. For older children, they may look up the definitions
themselves in the dictionary or use it as copywork.

-metamorphosis                     -keratin
-terrestrial                               -cold-blooded
-cocoon

-Research and learn more about Joan Procter.

-Choose a reptile or amphibian that you've enjoyed learning about
and write a poem about them.

-Joan Procter hosted tea parties with reptiles as the guests of honor.
Have a tea party. If you have a pet, they could be the guest of honor!
If you don't have a pet, use a stuffed animal. Imagine what it would
be like to have tea with a komodo dragon! You could even read the
poem you wrote during tea time.

-Visit a local zoo or nature center to observe some reptiles and
amphibians.

more
ideas...
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