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I'm so excited that you've chosen Rabbit Trails through History to

use in your homeschool! This curriculum is a Charlotte Mason

inspired, relaxed curriculum for all elementary grades. What this

means is that it's not designed to have lots of busy work. It's

designed to provide quality literature to your children, hands on

activities, opportunities for copy work, artist studies, and other

means to learn fun and enriching history material.

Rabbit Trails through History was created with homeschooling

adventures in mind. Not only will you be learning history, but your

children will go on a journey through amazing books while gaining

historical knowledge about the world around them. This curriculum

is meant to be used on your child's level. It's not meant to have

boxes checked off each day, but to do what works for your unique

family. When it comes to copy work and writing, there are

suggestions given, but take what you need and leave the rest. If

your child isn't at the level of the suggestions, then create what

works for them. Same thing if they're capable of beyond what is

recommended. Make this curriculum your own! 

A lot of families enjoy studying history chronologically. As you

learn about America's Founders, feel free to create a timeline. You

can do this in your child's notebook, on multiple pieces of paper

displayed in your school room, or even on butcher paper to have

lots of room to include illustrations. Add the dates these key figures

were born, served as president, helped with important events, and

more. This is another tool to help your child understand the concept

of time and when all if these people were around and when events

took place. Keep it fun and stress-free!

how to use this curriculum



I encourage you to enjoy reading as many of the books listed in this

curriculum as you can! Quality literature is the framework of this

curriculum. However, don't become overwhelmed with purchasing

these books if you don't have the means. Many can be found at

libraries, on used book websites, etc. The books listed in the Rabbit

Trails and Library Lists are just suggestions. Use what books you

have on hand or find at your own library on the topic! If you do

choose to buy all of the books, you can access many in my shop

(click here to be directed to my shop).

As you may have noticed, this curriculum does not include any kind

of workbook for your children to work in. This was designed to all

be done in a notebook. You may choose a standard, wide ruled

notebook, or a blank journal or sketchbook without lines. Feel free

to use whatever method works best for you and your child. 

notebook style curriculum
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Paul

REvere



silversmith, amateur dentist, businessman, and artist. Paul Revere

started working in his father's silversmithing business at the age of

13. When he was older, he did not agree with all the taxes being

imposed by the British so he joined the Sons of Liberty group. The

Sons of Liberty held protests to show Great Britain how they felt

about the taxes. The most famous protest was the Boston Tea Party.

Paul also led a spy ring during the Revolutionary War known as the

mechanics or Liberty Boys. During the war, Revere taught himself

how to make gunpowder to keep the army supplied. He also cast

cannons from iron and brass. After the war, he owned many

businesses including a hardware store, foundry, and copper mill.

His copper mill made over 900 church bells and was a major

supplier for the US Navy fleet.

the

lesson

Begin by reading The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere

by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Paul Revere is

most known for his midnight ride to warn the

colonists about a British attack. He was also a 

work
copy

"No matter what you do, you will never run away

from you."

-Paul Revere

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be

afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with

you wherever you go. - Joshua 1:9

Paul Revere and many others were very brave during the time of the

Revolutionary War. We should be brave just like them! If we put our

trust in the Lord, we will have the strength and courage to greet each

day. Share about a time when you remember being brave.
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Lanterns were used to show if the British were

coming by land or sea. We can make wax paper

lanterns. Start with four pieces of wax paper about 

5" x 12". Add some crayon shavings onto half of each 

piece. Fold the wax paper in half, cover with scrap paper or towel

and run an iron across with a small amount of pressure. While the

crayon designs are cooling, Glue your frame using 4 popsicle sticks

per side. Trim the wax paper to the correct size and glue it to the

backs of frames. Finish by gluing the 4 frames together. Place this

lantern over a battery-powered tea light or nightlight. Do not use

anything flammable.

*For older children, you can punch out a design in a tin can for your

lantern.

-wax paper

-glue

-popsicle sticks (16)

-old crayons

-iron set on medium heat

some

fun
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Let's learn about more people

and events during the

Revolutionary War. Check

out Sybil's Night Ride by

Karen B. Winnick.

And Then What Happened,

Paul Revere?

by Jean Fritz

rabbit

trails...

Visit Studies Weekly on YouTube and

watch their video called Sons of Liberty to

learn more about this group of protesters.
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The Boston Tea Party

by Russell Freedman

Most Wanted: The Revolutionary Partnership

of John Hancock and Samuel Adams

by Sarah Jane Marsh

 Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak

by Kay Winters
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-The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere is a famous poem, but is it
accurate? Search for Paul Revere's story to find the real account. Make
a compare/contrast chart to see the similarities and differences.

-Do an artist study on Paul Revere. He was a silversmith, made
copperplate engravings, illustrations for books and magazines, and
drew political cartoons. You can find more information about his
artwork on the National Gallery of Art website.

-Map Paul Revere's actual route of his midnight ride to warn that the
British were on their way.

-Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote many lyric poems. Search
Poems for Kids by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow to read a few of
them. Try writing a lyric poem.

-The Sons of Liberty group is responsible for throwing crates of tea
overboard during the Boston Tea Party. Can you build a crate strong
enough to protect the tea inside using only popsicle sticks, yarn, and
wax paper? Give it a try.

-If you are near Boston, check out the Freedom Trail. This trail leads
you through Boston's historic neighborhoods that tell the story of the
American Revolution. If you can't visit, check it out on the National
Park Service website.

more
ideas...
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