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attending school, he studied law under his uncle. He planned to

serve in the ministry of the Episcopal Church, but financial stability

drove him away from that plan. Francis Scott Key opposed the War

of 1812. He believed that things could be settled through

discussions. His deep love for his country overrode these thoughts

and he served for a brief time on the Georgetown Light Field

Artillery. In 1814, Francis Scott Key was asked to secure the release

of Dr. William Beanes, who had been taken prisoner by the British.

He was accompanied by Colonel John Skinner as they sailed out to a

British ship. The British agreed to release Dr. Beanes, but the battle

at Fort McHenry had already begun. The two men were detained

on their vessel during the 25 hours of continuous bombing. In the

morning, Francis Scott Key scanned the sky for clues to see if

America had survived the bombing and was surprised to see the

American flag still flying. This inspired him to write The Star-

Spangled Banner. 

Begin by reading The Star-Spangled Banner by Peter

Spier. Francis Scott Key was a poet, lawyer, and

author. He was raised by a wealthy family on a

plantation called Terra Rubra in Maryland. After 

"The patriot who feels himself in the service of God,

who acknowledges Him in all his way, has the

promise of Almighty direction, and will find His Word

in his greatest darkness." -Francis Scott Key

Trust in Him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before

him; God is a refuge for us. -Psalm 62:8

Francis Scott Key was a devout and prominent Christian throughout

his life. God wants us to have a relationship with Him. He loves us

and provides for us. What are some ways you can strengthen your

relationship with God?
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Let's have some fun recreating our own instruments!

You can create a kazoo and mini-guitar with items

you can typically find around your home or easily get

from your local craft store. Decorate them and go all

out with your instruments!

some

fun

Kazoo:

-2 tongue depressors

-one piece of paper cut into the shape of a tongue

depressor

-2 rubber bands

-1 tooth pick cut in half

-Paint and stickers to decorate (optional)

Mini-guitar:

-1 Jar lid

-3 rubber bands

-Glue

-Paint and stickers to decorate (optional)
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Let's explore more patriotic

songs. Start with America the

Beautiful by Katharine Lee

Bates and Wendel Minor.

You're a Grand Old Flag

by George M. Cohan and

Norman Rockwell

Head on over to Free School's YouTube

channel and watch The History of the 

Star-Spangled Banner for Kids video.



God Bless America

by Irving Berlin and 

Lynn Munsinger

Yankee Doodle

by Steven Kellogg

This Land is Your Land

by Woody Guthrie and 

Kathy Jakobsen

list...
Library



-Visit Fort McHenry National Monument in Maryland. If you can't
visit, check out the virtual tour on the National Park Service website.

-Do an art study. Search for paintings of the battle at Fort McHenry.
Discuss what it would be like to be a part of this battle or even just
watching it.

-Francis Scott Key wrote many hymns. Search for his hymns and read
through several. Try your hand at writing a hymn.

-Make red, white, and blue tie-dye shirts to show your patriotism.

-Pretend you are a lawyer like Francis Scott Key and write an
argument stating whether the U.S. should or should not fight in the
War of 1812. For younger children, have them share ways a
disagreement could be solved without fighting.

-Make some rockets. You can make a simple straw rocket or a fancy
water rocket.

-Draw or write about what you love most about America.
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